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ey fog SR
RAJNATH SINGH & HIRd
T A DEFENCE MINISTER
INDIA

Message

| am happy to know that Janhit Sewa Charitable Trust
(Haryana) Is bringing out its next annual Issue of "Sudar-
shanalok-Samarika Varsh 2021" in which will be Included of
views & articles from renowned academicians, social workers
and religious Gurus.

| congratulate all the members who are associated with
this 'Janhit Sewa Charitable Trust' and wish for souvenir's suc-
cessful publication.

With good wishes,

ol

(Rajnath Singh)

Office : Room MNo. 104, Ministry of Defence, South Block, New Delhi-110011
Tel. : +91 11 23012286, +91 11 23019030, Fax : +91 11 23015403
E-mail ;: rmo@mod.nic.in
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NITIN GADKARI %é; T, ¥g W W e
._ ARA BN
B’ Minister
Road Transport and Highways;

Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
Government of India

Message

It gives me a great pleasure to know that the Janhit Sewa Chari-
table Trust is bringing out the next annual issue of "Sudarshanalok
Smarika Varsh 2021".

The Janhit Sewa Charitable Trust has been relentlessly working
to provide socio-academic literature in the larger interest of the human
mankind and to ensure harmony in the world. 'Sudarshanalok Smarika
2021" will be another feather in its cap and this with new endeveour the
trust will continue its age old tradition of service to the mankind.

On this occasion, | congratulate all the members of the Janhit
Sewa Charitable Trust and the members of the editorial board of the
Smarika. | also extend my best wishes for the success in future endeav-
ors.

et

(Nitin Gadkari)
Date: 16" December, 2020

Place: New Delhi

Room No. 501, Transport Bhawan, 1, Sansad Marg, New Delhi - 110 001, Tel.: (RTH) 011-23710121, 23711252 (0}, 23719023 (F),
Room No. 168, Udyog Bhawan, Rafi Marg, New Delhi — 110 011, Tel.: (MSME) 011-23061566, 23061739 (0), 23063141 (F),
E-mail: nitin.gadkari@nic.in; website-www.morth.nic.in / https:/imsme.gov.in
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HARYANA RAJ BHAVAN,
CHANDIGARH - 160019
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EPABX 0172 -2740581, 2740583 Fax - 0172 - 2740557 E-mail : governor@hry.nic.in
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Odfice ; 4th Floor, Harvana Civil Secretanat, Chandigarh - 160001, Ph, (0 72-27493096, 017 2-27400495 (Fax)
Resi,: H.No, |, Sector-3, Chandigarh - 160001, Ph. (072-2744%394, (1 72-27H0696 1 Fax)

enil - emharyana@nic.in
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oTavd-—< ﬂ'g?.n—d‘ - 202, |t faw, ol A,

[y
THAAWARCHAND GEHLOT e | a-é feeefi—110115
arfas =g sk e 5:0 Office : 202, 'C' Wing, Shastri Bhawan,
T N New Delhi-110115
MINISTER OF )& Tel. : 011-23381001, 23381390, Fax : 011-23381902

E-mail : min-sje@nic.in
: 011-23381001, 23381390, B : 011-23381902
3-4% : min-sje@nic.in

SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EMPOWERMENT
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

Message

| am happy to know that Janhit Sewa Charitable Trust is
bringing out the next annual issue of SUDARSHANALOK-
Smarika Varsh 2021.

| have been informed that SUDARSHANALOK —
Smarika is aimed to provide socio-academic religious literature
in the large interest of the human mankind and to ensure har-
mony in the world as this publication will consist of views and
articles from renowned academicians, philanthropist, social
workers and religious Gurus.

| wish Janhit Sewa Charitable Trust all the best for their fu-
ture endeavours and hope that they will continue to do their good
work in the service of people at large.

Time
Dr. Thaawarchand Gehlot

m.  eelrcid 2021
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KRISHAN PAL GURJAR | ARG SN
4 MINISTER OF STATE FOR
s A SOCIAL JUSTICE & EMPOWERMENT

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
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ST T %) SRR T SR Hex e i S i gEvten
~2021 % I YR i YHRHFATC YT e 3 |

EREIE

(FOTITA TSR )

Offfica : 301, "A’ Wing, Shastri Bhawan, Dr Rajender Prasad Road, New Delhi=110001, Tel. : 011-23072192, 23072193, Fax : 011-23072154

Jeefreid 2021
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KAILASH CHOUDHARY AR TR

MINISTER OF STATE FOR AGRICULTURE
& FARMERS WELFARE

.4.-- ey GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

Message

| am happy to know that Janhit Sewa Charitable Trust is
bringing out the next annual issue of SUDARSHANALOK-
Smarika Varsh 2021.

| have been informed that SUDARSHANALOK- Smarika
is aimed to provide socio-academic religious literature in the
large interest of the human mankind and to ensure harmony in
the world as this publication will consist of views and articles
from renowned academicians, philanthropist, social workers and
religious Gurus.

| wish Janhit Sewa Charitable Trust all the best for their fu-
ture endeavours and hope that they will continue to do their good
work in the service of people at large.

(Kailash Choudhary)

Office : 199Q, Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi-110 001. Tel. : #91-11-23782343, 23388165 Fax : 23074190

m.  eelrcid 2021
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BHUPINDER SINGH HOODA,

MLL.A.
Leader of Opposition,
Leader of Congress Legislature Party,
Haryana Vidhan Sabha

and Former Chief Minister, Haryana,

RiEH)

oo JEx croeze s

Kothi No. : 70, Sector-7,
Chandigarh.
Ph. : 0172-2794473

 Dated 1151272222
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Delhi : # 191, North Avenue, New Delhi - 11001, Ph.: +91-11-23093805.
Rohtak : Model Town, Delhi Road, Rohtak (Haryana) - 124001, Ph.: +91-1262-282283.
Chandigarh : Kothi No. 70, Sector-7, Chanidgarh - Ph.: 0172-2784473

Jeefreid 2021
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Smt. Maneka Sanjay Gandhi
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
(Lok Sabha)

Message

Respected Swami Ji,

| am happy to note that the Janhit Sewa Charitable Trust is
bringing out its annual issue of SUDARSHANALOK. Janhit Sewa
Charitable Trust is engaged in religious and philanthropic activities
and is making valuable contribution to the society.

| am particularly happy to note that the Trust also runs a
gaushala attached to the temple complex where distressed animals
are being looked after. | urge you to expand the strength of gaushala.

| am enclosing a copy of my book on professional management

of gaushalas which will be useful for the Trust.
Warm Regards,

st Aoy 44

(Smt. Maneka Sanjay Gandhi)

14, ASHOKA ROAD, NEW DELHI-110001, PH. : 011-23357088, FAX : 011-23354321

Jeefreid 2021
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New Delhi-110 001

' Tel. No. : 23359177
3 23359178
- (O) : 23015947

W AT

OSCAR FERNANDES, MP @ Resi, : 8 Pt. Pant Marg

Message

| want to wish my heartiest best wishes for the Sudar-
shanaLok Smarika Varsh-2021 published by Janhit Sewa Charita-
ble Trust. This Smarika aims to improve social values and establish
peace and harmony in the world.

My all good wishes are with the Ashram & Smarika publica-
tions.

(Oscar Fernandes)

26

oscar@sansad.nic.in, oscaraicc@gmail.com
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Dr KARAN SINGH ﬁl‘} 3. NYAYA MARG

SR R e CHANAKYAPURI
: j NEW DELHI - 110 021

Message

| am glad to know that the Janhit Sewa Charitable Trust is
bringing out its annual issue of Sudarshanalok in 2021. The Trust
has been engaged in various social activities for the welfare of so-
ciety. In this hour of crisis we need to reformulate our programmes
so as to give maximum benefit to people during the Corona pan-
demic.

| send my good wishes to the office bearers and members of
the Trust.

o

(Karan Singh)
Oct. 26, 2020

TEL. (011) 2611-5281 2611-1744. FAX (91-11) 2687-3171 2462-7107
Email karansingh@karansingh com

geeficlld 2021 @ 27



Sri:

Mahamahopadhyaya, Séstravidyénidhi, Pandita-raja
M.A. Lakshmithathachar

Recipient of Award of President of India President,
Samskriti Foundation, Mysore

Presiding Acharya, Anantarya Peetham,

Melkote, Mandya District, Karnataka

SHUB KAMNA SANDESH

Salutations to Sri Sri Purushottamacharyaji Maharaj, Head Sidh-
data ashram, Faridabad, Haryanal!

| am very happy to offer the “Shubkamna Sandesh” for Sudar-
shanalok — 2021.

Sri Sidhdata Ashram, founded by HH Sri SriSudarshanacharyaji
Maharaj is a unique and prestigious organization that is dedicated to
spread the great preachings of Srivaishnavism in this Universe with the
vision that is beneficial to the entire humankind.

Presently, it is headed by SriSriPurushottamacharyaji Maharaj who
is a great spiritual leader, wonderful scholar and also compassionate
Guru interested in the benefit and welfare of all devotees of the Supreme
Lord Narayana irrespective of their nationality, race, caste, creed or sex.
He is following in the footsteps of his revered father and Acharya in
spreading the Universal religion of Srivaishnavism that was envisioned
by the Great Acharya Ramanuja. The social services that are being ren-
dered by Puja Swamiji to all people from around the world is commend-
able and worth emulating and | pray to the Lord Narayana as well as the
Acharya-s adorning our divine Guru-parampara to shower their Divine
Grace on PujyaSwamiji and facilitate the continuation of the divine serv-
ices he is rendering to society at large for several more decades.

Prof. M.A.Lakshmithathachar

m.  eelrcid 2021
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Contribution of Sri Ramanuja
to Interreligious Harmony

Prof. M.A.Lakshmithathachar &
Dr. M.A. Alwar

Sri Ramanuja was a philosopher par excellence. He
propagated the philosophy called Visistadvaita. The re-
ligious side of that philosophy is called $rivaishnavism.
It is often said that philosophy without religion is lame
and religion without philosophy is blind. Hence philos-
ophy and religion should go hand in hand for their sur-
vival. In fact, on one hand the religious aspects are
strenghtened by theoretical foundations and, on the
other hand, philosophy is strenghtened by the practice
of religion. In $rivaishnavism, both religious practices
and theories are inseparably associated as it can be wit-
nessed in the several rituals that are performed by the
$rivaishnava-s.

Ramanuja thought of bringing religious harmony in
India by solidly depending upon the sanatana-dharma
as enunciated in the Vedic texts. There was a need to
Ramanuja to expound the sanatana-dharma on the basis
of the Vedic texts since Vedas were accepted as THE
authority during his time. Hence there was a need to
reinterpret the Vedic texts to unite the whole of the so-
ciety and bringing perfect harmony. It may not be out
of place to mention here that even during his time there
were several schools of Vedanta, each school interpret-
ing the Vedic texts in its own way and spreading a sort
of religious disharmony. Ramanuja felt a need for the
samanvaya or synthesis of these different interpreta-
tions. Since he achieved that samanvaya or synthesis,
he is also called a samanvaya acarya. During his time
there were three important schools, namely the abheda
school, that is theory of identity of the reality, advocated
by Sankaracarya, the bheda school or theory of duality,
advocated by some and the bhedabheda school, that is
duality and non-duality school, advocated by Bhaskara.
When the society was torn asunder by the various in-
terpretation of different acaryas, it fell into the lot of
Ramanuja to unite them together to unite the society.
Hence Ramanuja thought of finding a solution in the
Upanishads themselves to bring harmony among the
different schools of thought. In his outstanding work
Vedarthasangraha, which deals with the method of in-
terpretation of the Upanishads, he raises a question:
“kim atra tattvam? Bhedo va abhedo va dvyatmakata
va koyamarthah samarthito bhavati? Sarvasyapi ve-
davaedyatvat sarmvam samarthitam” that is “what is
the reality? Is it duality, non duality or duality-non du-
ality?” His answer is that all the three can be accepted
because the Upanishads themselves have accepted
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them all.

With this perspective Ramanuja tried to interpret the
Upanishads passages which were seemingly contradic-
tory. In fact, there were passages dealing with the iden-
tity of reality, others dealing with the duality of the
reality and there were also passages dealing with dual-
ity and non duality. If Sankaracarya laid more stress on
the passages dealing with the identity of Supreme Re-
ality and Madhvacarya and his followers on the pas-
sages dealing with the duality of the Supreme Reality,
while trying to resolve the conflicts, Ramanuja was of
the opinion that the entire body of the Upanishadic texts
present a coherent view of the reality. Hence there can-
not be any conflict in the enunciation of truth. With this
perspective, he tried to find the solutions to resolve the
conflicts in the Upanishads themselves. Similarly he
did with regard to statements describing the Brahman
with attributes and the Brahman devoid of attributes.
Fortunately for Ramanuja he could find the clue for the
religious harmony in the Upanishads themselves. No
doubt there were some seemingly conflicts in some pas-
sages in the Upanishads when those were considered
outside the original context. After properly studying the
conflicting passages, he could come across some state-
ments which would both reconcile the conflicting pas-
sages and resolve the conflicts themselves. Ramanuja
called them ghataka-srutis or reconciliatory passages.

Now let us see how Ramanuja brought a sort of har-
mony among the systems of philosophy advocating du-
ality, non-duality and so on. Sri PM. Srinivasacarya, a
great professor of philosophy, clearly mentions that
Ramanuja interprets the Upanishads more liberally that
literally. To resolve the conflict between the duality or
non-duality of the Supreme Reality, Ramanuja stressed
upon one interesting concept, namely $arirasariribhava,
which he could find in the Upanishads themselves (like
yasya-athma-shariram etc...). Utilising this concept,
Ramanuja stated that both the insentient and sentient
objects form the body of the Supreme Brahman. They
are in fact part and parcel of the Supreme Brahman.
When you think of the body and the soul, they can be
differentiated mentally but not physically, in the same
way, the identity of the Brahman can be proved taking
the body and soul together and even duality can be ac-
cepted differentiating the body from the soul.

One more dimension of this $arirasariribhava consid-
ers this entire universe consisting of sentient and insen-
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tient beings as forming the body of the Supreme Brah-
man. In other words, the universe pervaded by the
Supreme Being could be considered as a super system.
In this whole system, there are certain subsystems. Let
us take the example of a human being. A human being
is a physical system plus consciousness. In the body of
a human being there are so many bacteria and cells
which are functioning with a sort of limited freedom.
These subsystems function in such a way that they will
not harm or destroy the main system itself. If there is
conflict between the subsystems of a human being his
body collapses, therefore the subsystems in the body
should function in a harmonious way to allow the main
system to function. Similarly if the whole system, that
is the universe, which is a combination of three great
realities namely matter, individual souls and the
Supreme Brahman has to function properly, each sub-
system, like the system of the human being, should
function in an harmonious way in order to allow the
main system, the universe, to function. This concept of
Sarirasariribhava, a discovery of Ramanuja in the Up-
anishads, is sure to bring harmony among the people in
all walks of life. In fact, the subsystems, like the system
of the human being or of an animal, is said to be the
microcosm while the universe pervaded by the
Supreme Brahman is the macrocosm. There should not
be any conflict between the macrocosm and micro-
cosm; they should function in unison with each other.
At the ethical level too, we must think that every being
should be thought of as the body of the Supreme Brah-
man, therefore there is no question of hating anybody,
killing anybody or destroying any system in this world.

Moreover, using these concepts Ramanuja also advo-
cated that not only that God can be called by any name,
but that any name referring to any object in this world,
ultimately connotes the Supreme Brahman Himself.
Most of the times, religious fundamentalists claim that
their God is superior to the Gods of others. This has
created sufficient disharmony in the society. Religious
unrests, terrorism, etc are taking place only on account
on this fundamentalism. Ramanuja says that any word
uttered here referring to any object ultimately refers to
the Supreme Being who is enshrined in all these phys-
ical objects. For instance the word “book™ may refer to
the specific object; but it also refers to the conscious
principle present in it and to the Supreme Brahman who
has pervaded that object as its inner reality. Similarly a
name like Gopal, referring to a human being, refers first
to his physical body, then to the individual soul of that
body and finally to the inner soul present in that soul
as antaryami. If ordinary words referring to different
objects ultimately connote the Supreme Brahman,
where is the question of the words like Allah or Jesus
not connoting the Supreme Brahman? Hence comes the
theory of Ramanuja, namely sarve shabdah paramat-

manama eva vacakah, that is, all the words ultimately
refer to that Supreme Brahman only. This unique theory
is most useful in bringing about spiritual harmony.
These are some of the examples of creating religious
harmony at the philosophical level.

Now let us try to deal with some of the aspects of re-
ligion which were initiated by Ramanuja to bring in a
religious harmony. Among the $rivaishnava saints, Sri
Nammalwar (also known as Shatakopa Suri) is consid-
ered to be an outstanding mystic. No doubt he was born
in the fourth varna, that is the $udra varna, but as soon
as he was born he was not overpowered by the $hata-
vayu, which is the case in all other beings. When the
child is in the womb, it is capable of remembering all
its previous births and he keeps thinking: “let me not
undergo the pain of being born again and again in this
cycle of births and deaths”. This feeling of the child
completely disappears as soon as he is born because of
the overpowering of a special air called shata-vayu. The
result is that he forgets all his previous thoughts. This
did not happen in the case of Nammalwar because he
was born as a siddhayogi. Nammalwar was left under
a tamarind tree by his parents since he was not respond-
ing to any nurturing. Nearly for 16 years Nammalwar
was in yoga samadhi and in his samadhi state he was
able to visualize the different deities found in the holy
shrines and sing the glory of these in the form of mystic
poetry, with a spontaneous outflow of his experience.
Among the $rivaishnavas, Nammalwar is respected as
the greatest mystic of all ages and he has been given
the highest position in the hierarchy of the $rivaishnava
acaryas. In fact, Ramanuja himself is said to be a great
philosopher because he has taken refuge under the lotus
feet of Nammalwar. The mystic poetry which emerged
from Nammalwar is given the highest status in the lit-
erary works of $rivaishnava called dravidaveda. This
canonization of a secular literature that came out of a
mystic who was born in the fourth class is itself a rev-
olutionary act of Ramanuja to create religious harmony.
The Dravida divyaprabandhams, which are considered
to be dravida-vedas, are sung in chorus in front of the
deity whenever a deity is taken on procession in the
$rivaishnava temples, whereas the Sanskrit Vedas are
chanted in chorus behind the deity. This is the primary
position given to the secular literature through which
Ramanuja could bring together people belonging to dif-
ferent classes under the umbrella of bhakti and prapatti.
For the very same reason, Ramanuja is designated as
maran-adi-panindu-uyndavan. Ramanuja and his pred-
ecessor acaryas were of the opinion that in the spiritual
field there should not be any distinction of caste, creed
or sex. According to this view, any living being is enti-
tled to get liberation irrespective of its physical state. It
is difficult to bring equality among men belonging to
different caste and creeds. Just consider how, in spite
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of the strenuous efforts of the government, the caste dis-
tinctions still persist in India. Ramanuja went a step
ahead and felt that in the spiritual field no such distinc-
tion should be allowed. According to him, everyone in
this world is entitled to get liberation and reach the ce-
lestial world. Some other systems of vedanta advocate
that there should be an evolution in the human beings
and people belonging to other castes should slowly
evolve until they will born as Brahmins and thus entitle
themselves for liberation. But $rivaishnavism does not
prescribe such limitations and anybody who aspires for
liberation will be blessed by God and finally get salva-
tion.

Two important anecdotes can be mentioned here to
highlight how this was really practiced in
srivaishnavism. The first is the story of Maraner Nambi.
Maraner Nambi was a dedicated disciple of
Yamunacarya, the grand-teacher of Ramanujacarya.
Though Maraner Nambi was born in a family of hari-
jans, he was a pious man practicing total renunciation.
He led such a simple life, without even eating food like
others men do. In fact, after ploughing his wet lands,
he used to drink two handful of that turbid water and
this was the only means of his sustenance. When
Yamunacarya, his spiritual guru, was affected by car-
buncle, a serious dissease, Maraner Nambi persisted
that the disease should be transferred to him in order to
make his guru free from suffering. Finally
Yamunacarya agreed and Nambi began to suffer. At that
time, Mahapurna, who was Nambi’s classmate and a
devout Bramin, used to nurse him continuously, but in
spite of the tender care of Mahapurna, Nambi died at
last. Mahapurna performed his obsequies in the manner
it would be performed to a highest bramin. When the
brahma-medha-samsskara was performed to Maha-
purna, many fundamentalists of that time objected to
the fact that Mahapurna was performing such a
samskara for a harijan. So Mahapurna brushed them
aside stating that in the same way that ‘he was not su-
perior to Rama and also Maraner Nambi was not infe-
rior to Jatayu’. This episode refers to Ramayana, when
Rama performed brahma-medha-samskara to Jatayu,
who was an vulture. This shows the catholicity of the
outlook of $rivaishnava acaryas. The second episode
refers to Ramanujacarya himself. Ramanuja was very
eager to learn the secret teaching of the 8-syllabled
mahamantra from a great acarya known as
Gosthipurna. Gosthipurna was a very tough man and it
was not easy to convince him to reveal the secret. For
this purpose, Ramanuja actually walked from
Srirangam to Gosthipuram (more than 100 miles away)
18 times and only at the 18th time, being convinced of
the seriousness and sincerity of Ramanuja, the great
acarya agreed to convey the secret to him, of course,
on some conditions. He told Ramanuja that he should
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not reveal the secret to any undeserving person. Finally
Ramanuja promised that he would not divulge the se-
cret to any undeserving person, under any circum-
stances. But as soon as he received the secret doctrine,
Ramanuja climbed the dome of the Tirukkottiyur tem-
ple and announce that any person who had the desire
of attaining salvation may assemble there as he was
telling the secret teaching of the acarya to everyone, ir-
respective of the caste, creed or sex. In order to facili-
tate them to get liberation he told the secret teaching
without observing any of the formalities and procedures
to the thousands of people who assembled there. When
Gosthipurna heard about the indiscriminate and adven-
titious act of Ramanuja, he could not control his anger.
Instantly he approached Ramanuja and asked him
whether he knew what would be the result of his indis-
criminate act. Reminded of the promise he had made,
Ramanuja replied: “Revered Sir, I know it quite well.
For a person who has disobeyed the orders of his acarya
is consigned to the most atrocious hell called Raurava”.
When the teacher asked him why he indulged in this
act, Ramanuja replied: “Sir, you have told me that any-
body who receives this secret teaching will go to the
celestial abode of the Lord, known as Vaikunta. If thou-
sands of this people, by this secret teaching, will be able
to reach Vaikunta and I alone will be consigned to hell,
I am prepared to do that”. Gosthipurna immediately re-
alised the broadmindedness and matchless compassion
of Ramanuja for the souls struggling in the bondage of
samsara. At once he embraced him saying: “ Oh
Ramanuja you are my master (emberumanar)”. This
episode clearly shows how deeply Ramanuja was con-
cerned about the spiritual emancipation of each and
every human being in this world.

Finally, it can be said that $rivaishnavism is a way of
life rather than a religion. Anybody can embrace
$rivaishnavism irrespective of the caste, creed or reli-
gion one belongs to. It should also be noted that
Ramanuja was the first person to give entry to the tem-
ple to the harijans during the 12th century itself. Ac-
cording to the history of Melkote, my native place,
Ramanuja had gone to fetch the procession deity by
name Lord Chaluvaraya which was in the custody of a
Nawab in Delhi. When he was bringing with great dif-
ficulty the icon from Delhi, in various places he was
supported by harijans and other tribals. As a sign of his
gratitude he allowed them to carry Lord Caluvaraya
during Brahmotsava. Even today, on the 8th day of
Brahmotsava, harijans of Karnataka celebrate this utsav
with great devotion and dedication. Such was the
catholicity of Ramanuja. Many of the ideas advocated
and propagated by Ramanuja, if adopted in the modern
society, will give no chance for terrorism and funda-
mentalism. His ideas will pave the way for a peaceful,
harmonious society.
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BEYOND THE DARKNESS

here comes a
time, which
comes but rarely
in human history,
when  mankind
stands poised between the weight of the past and
the challenges of the future; when the old col-
lapses and the new struggles desperately to be
born; when the promise of a higher conscious-
ness begins to unfurl its potentialities, but the
forces of hatred and destruction cast their omi-

‘ ‘ Sri Krishna in the Gita clearly
says that whenever the e human
race' is in real danger, a decisive

divine intervention takes place

AL

for the establishment of Dharma,
righteousness, On the earth. re—
ligion, could symbiosis, a merg—
ing of the positive elements in

= each great gion, could even at

this midnight hour dispel the
darkness and release the psychic
energies so urgent! needed to

meet the global crisis. , ,

nous shadow over generations yet to come; when
knowledge grows apace but wisdom languishes;
when science and technology give us incredible
gifts, but also open the floodgates, to unimagin-
able destruction; when we have within our grasp
the possibility by the end of this century of abol-
ishing poverty and hunger, illiteracy and unem-
ployment from the face of the earth, but when all
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the fruits of human history and civilization could
by then have been abolished in a nuclear confla-
gration destroying not only the human race but
all life on our planet. It is tragic irony that
Mother Earth, which has nourished and sus-
tained consciousness for a billion years up from
the slime of the primeval ocean is today herself
imperiled by the human race which is in the van-
guard of evolution. What is required at this crit-
ical juncture is that the many streams of our
separate aspiration should merge into a unified

prayer for peace and well-being, so that this may
evoke a powerful and effective response from
the divine power to save mankind from total de-
struction. Sri Krishna in the Gita clearly says
that whenever the e human race' is in real danger,
a decisive divine intervention takes place for the
establishment of Dharma, righteousness, On the
earth. religion, could symbiosis, a merging of the
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positive elements in each great gion, could even
at this midnight hour dispel the darkness and re-
lease the psychic energies so urgent! needed to
meet the global crisis. This is borne out by a con-
temporary revelation in the astonishing book
The Present Crisis by Pandit Gopi Krishna who
passed away only a year ago.

This not only graphically portrays the
danger of annihilation, but predicts that nuclear
war can be aberted if enough people become
aware of and grow into the higher consciousness.
Sri Aurobindo in the East and Teilhard de
Chardin in the West, have spoken eloquently of
the crisis that loon-is ahead and the evolutionary
leap that is required to overcome it. Hinduism,
the religion based on the Vedas, the most ancient
living scripture available to man, has placed be-
fore us the noble ideal of the oneness of
mankind—Vasudhaiva kutumbakam—and pro-
claims the divinity inherent in each human
being, the essential unity of all religions and the
brotherhood of the family of man. We must re-
discover the core of divine power that resides in
each individual, that underlines all creeds and
dogmas, that cuts across all the artificial barriers
man has so painstakingly erected down through
the long and tortuous corridors of time, and that
holds within it the key to our survival and spiri-
tual evolution. It is these truths that we must re-
discover, for, as Jesus rightly said, "Ye shall
know the Truth and the Truth shall make you
free," and as the Upanishad proclaims—
Satyameva Jayate Nanritam, -the Truth alone
prevails, not the falsehood.

At this moment of supreme peril let us cleanse
our minds and hearts of internecine bitterness
and suspicion, for to survive we must together
forge a higher consciousness that embraces all
the religions of man, including the non-believ-
ers, so that our children and theirs can flourish
into the millennium ahead. Many are the wars
that have been waged in the name of God, mil-
lions are the human beings who have perished
and continue to perish in these conflicts, while
the forces of atheism also extend their sway over
large segments of the human race.

Let us now, we who call ourselves men
and women of religion, wage peace with the
same zeal with which we once waged war, so
that the era of human conflict may pass into the
pages of history and we may embark on a new

Jeoficld 2021 @

adventure of love and co-operation, of mutually
assured welfare rather than mutually assured de-
struction. Let us not wait for the day after, but
spread the massage of peace and harmony to the
ends of the earth on the day befive now, when
we can still hear the laughter of children and feel
the warmth of human relationships, when we can
still respond to the beauty of music and the en-
nobling experience of creative art; when our
hearts can still resonate with the wisdom of great
literature and the sovereign vibration of love.
And let us so reorganize planetary resources that
the two-thirds of humanity still struggling at sub-
sistence level is assured of the material and in-
tellectual inputs necessary for a decent civilized
existence; so that millions of children do not go
to sleep at night hungry and underfed, or grow
to adulthood with stunted minds and bodies; so
that millions do not perish from communicable
diseases, including new and virulent strains that
baffle medical science, or waste away from mal-
nutrition until their very humanity is reduced and
distorted.

All this can be achieved if even ten percent of
the world's resources now consumed by increas-
ingly lethal weapons of overkill are diverted for
peaceful purposes, for we must remember that
talk of peace loses much of its meaning unless it
is accompanied by justice and freedom for each
individual on earth, because each person is
unique and has the potentiality of making a
unique contribution to human civilization. The
air is thick with foreboding, and dark clouds of
conflict seem to be gathering on the horizon.

And yet those of us who tread the inner path
must keep faith amidst the encircling gloom.
Thousands of years ago a great seer of the Up-
anishads proclaimed in ecstasy—"I have seen
the Great Being shining in splendour on the
other shore beyond the darkness." Let all of us
without delay open our deepest selves to the
light and the power of that Great Being, so that
we are irradiated by divine luminosity and de-
velop the wisdom to act in such a way that our
beautiful planet, shall become not a burnt-out
cinder circling the sum into eternity, but the cra-
dle of the greater man reflecting the power and
the glory of the higher consciousness.
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ita's Sublimest
Lessons: Gita
and Rebirths

The theme of the
Gita is the shining
light of divinity. The preaching here is most op-
timistic showing that Divine lllumination alone
leads to liberation and freedom from the cycle
of births. It is why Gita is, and will always be,
the greatest book on this earth. The message
of the Gita is clear: Salvation is the birth right
of every being if he devotes himself to Him.
The theme of the Gita revolves round the prob-
lem of getting out of the cycle of births and re-
births. That hope exists for everyone becomes
clear in the Gita, unlike the fear of eternal
damnation or hell fire, preached by fear induc-
ing fundamentalist religions. There is as much
hope for those whom we call sinners and the
downtrodden as for others. The path of illumi-
nation is devotion to Him and surrendering the
fruits of actions to Him. It never is stopping the
doing one's karma. After reading the Gita
every wise man decides—start doing your
karma properly but stop desiring. A brief sum-
mary of what the Gita says about rebirths is
given here.

Chapter Two

To help Arjuna overcome his terrible mental
confusion created by the agonizing feeling that
in the battle of Kurukshetra he would have to
fight against his own cousins, uncles, gurus
and respected elders, Lord Krishna started his
preaching, the greatest ever done for man, by
explaining three essential points first.

What is Life and what is Death?

1. It must be known what is death before
knowing what is life. It must be known because
the delusion caused by the grief of death must
be overcome. Boyhood, youth and old age are
the stages of life one has to pass through.

2. It is certain that those who are born will die
and will be reborn. One should not grieve over

K.N. Rao
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these inevitable events.

3. An equanimous man renounces the fruits
of his actions, frees himself from the shackles
of birth and attains supreme bliss.

— Shlokas 13,27,43,47,50,51

Chapter Four
Lives Before Lives - The Lord tells Arjuna
that both He and Arjuna had passed through
many lives which were known only to the Lord
while Arjuna did not know. The Lord is Unborn
but manifests Himself through his Yogamaya
(divine energy creating illusion) but keeps His
own Prakriti (nature) under control. The pur-
pose of this manifestation or incarnation is to
protect the virtuous and destroy evil-doers. All
this has to be done to establish Dharma (right-
eousness). It is for this that the Lord incarnates
from age to age. God's incarnation and activi-
ties are divine. He who knows it gets liberated
from the cycle of births. In such a state all at-
tachments of the devotee vanish. Divine
Knowledge is what he has now. He gets liber-
ated.
— Shlokas 5, 6, 7,8,23

Chapter Six

Results of steadiness or vacillations in
spiritual practice -Arjuna asks a very perti-
nent question — does not a person swinging
like a pendulum between the worldly and the
spiritual get himself torn within? The Lord clar-
ifies it step by step —He who follows the spir-
itual path does not meet with an evil destiny. If
for some reason he is not able to complete his
spiritual sadhana he does not get final libera-
tion yet he attains to one of the higher worlds
where lives happily as a result of his meritori-
ous deeds. Then he has to descend to the
earth where he gets his birth in the house of
pious and well-off persons (where he would
get a favourable atmosphere for resuming his
uncompleted sadhana). Or such a person may
take birth in the family of an enlightened Yogi
though it is generally rare. Having got such a

o Fcelrcld 2021



birth and finding the atmosphere suitable for
the pursuit of his sadhana, he now impelled by
the spiritual practices of previous birth, be-
comes equanimous, overcomes the desire to
achieve the fruits of his actions because the
lessons learnt are really spiritual.

— Shlokas 38,40,41,42,43,44,45

Thoughts at the Time of Death

The thoughts that are in the mind of the dying
man decide the nature of his next birth. If he
is contemplating on God, he gets liberation.

Jeeficiid 2021 @
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Whatever object one is thinking about at the
time of death is what he attains after death. It
is that predominant thought that determines
his destiny of future life. Therefore, all the time
one's karma must be done and thoughts must
be fixed on the Cosmic. He whose mind is so
fixed gets liberation. Therefore, a yogic prac-
tice which is done through the breath control,
concentrates on the spot between the eye-
brows at the time of death and devotes himself
to God with unwavering mind, leads one to lib-
eration. Great persons who reach that high
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stage of liberation are not reborn in this world
which after all is full of sorrow and is only tran-
sitory. It must be remembered that even the
Higher Worlds spoken of appear and disap-
pear. But he who concentrates on Him there
is no rebirth. The Path of a Yogi and time of his
departure from this world are two important
factors to be known. In uttarayana (when the
Sun moves between Capricorn and Cancer,
Januaiy to July) during day time and in the
bright lunar half if the yogi leaves his body in a
yogic state, he attains. The opposite of this is
when-a Yogi leaves his body in a yogic state in
the dakshinayana (when the Sun travels from
Cancer to Capricorn) in the dark lunar fort-
night, he takes a rebirth. (This is only a sym-
bolic explanation. Yogis interpret it differently.)

— Shlokas 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10,15,16,23,24,25

From Valmiki Ramayana

See Similar instance from the Valmiki Ra-
mayana. In all scriptures, these thoughts are
repeated, with sublimity. Bharat the noble
younger brother of Lord Rama had come to
persuade him to come back and accept the
kingdom of Ayodhya and become the king.
During his conversation with Rama he re-
marked.

3t=aict f et gerwdifa sfa gargfa: |
Sia gl el Ueeral it gfct: gl |
Antakale hi bhootani muhyanteeti pura shrutih
Ragnaiva kurvata Coke pratyaksha so shrutih kritah

It is said that when nearing death, men get
deluded, they lose their intelligence. By taking
such a harsh decision (asking Rama to for-
sake the kingdom and go to the forest) King
Dasharatha has proven the truth of this. "You
are yourself in a miserable condition. Why are
you pitying another person in a miserable con-
dition. Living in @ human frame which is like a
bubble of water, how miserable one is in his
judgement of another person?"

Valmiki Ramayana; pg. 730

A1 B T DI T TRl ASIFA |
T U BICTHRIIE | |
Ud NRIfed Siaed g a: |
WA caenal-a gJa givi faapma: 1|

Yatha kastham cha kastham cha
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samayetam maharnave, Sametya to
vyapeyaatam kaalmasadhya kanchan
Evam Bharyasch putrasch gyaatayascha
vasuunicha Sametya vyavadhavanti
dhruvo hyesham vinabhava

Wife, son, family and wealth are got and lost
just as two logs flowing in an ocean join to-
gether and then drift apart because such sep-
aration is inevitable.

— Valmiki Ramayana; pg. 459

Quotations from the Mahabharata

1. The person who grieves for the dead can
neither die nor join the dead. When such is the
natural condition of the world,

why grieve at all? The Lord of Time drags
everyone to such an end. TIME has no
favourites nor does He hate anyone.

—Pg.4377; 21 sh.

2. We have been born a thousand times and
have experienced the love of thousands of
parents, women and children. But to whom do
they belong now and to which of them we be-
long?

3. Worry springs from thousands of places.
Fear too have hundreds of reasons. They in-
fluence the dull-witted, not the wise one.

4. Man should overcome his mental worries
through his own intelligence and physical ail-
ments through medicines... this is the power of
science. How can man do it ?

The answer given by Vidura is

—A wise person should practise only what
frees him from the duality of happiness and
unhappiness... what difference can you see
in terms of greatness, fame or achievements
when you see dead bodies all of which look
alike? The body is compared to a house
which gets destroyed. What is immortal is the
soul... Man lives and does not live in this
world according to the karmas of his past life.
When such is the natural condition of the
world, why worry?

The wise who becomes sattwick, wishes
well of others, understands the arrival and de-
parture of mortals as being regulated by the
laws of Karma, attains to the state of libera-
tion.
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Nature of the World

Therefore, to understand who alone can at-
tain to the state of liberation, Vidura explains
to Dhristratra the nature of the world we live
by narrating first a story and its symbo'asm.

The Story

A Brahmin was travelling through a vast for-
est full of carnivorous and violent animals.
The roaring lions, ferocious wolves, huge ele-
phants and bears had turned the forest into
a place full of terror. Carnivorous birds flew
from place to place. Terribly disturbed, the
Brahmin developed all types of fears. He tried
to run away from them all but they would not
stop chasing him. In the meantime he found
himself being hugged and trapped by a fero-
cious woman. There was a well in the forest
covered with grass and twigs of trees. He fell
into it but the vines and creepers in the well
prevented him from falling into the pit of the
well. He fell upside down, with his legs up-
wards and the mouth downard. There he no-
ticed another big danger. Down below in the
pit was a huge cobra. Outside along the
boundary of the well, he saw a huge ele-
phant with six mouths. The elephant was
white and walked with twelve feet. The
creepers in which the Brahmin had got entan-

gled was full of honey bees who were drink-
ing the honey oozing from beehives.

Hanging upside down, the Brahmin started
tasting that honey even in that condition. So
agonized though he was, yet his appetite for
the oozing honey was not getting whetted.
He had no sense of detachment even from
his pitiable and fear producing condition. The
keen desire to be alive and continue drinking
that honey had become an obsession with
him.

The creepers by which he was hanging was
being gnawed by mice, yet his desire to
enjoy drinking honey was not leaving him.
The fears which were haunting him were six.

First, the fear of dangerous snakes in that
forest; second, the terrible woman awaiting
for him in the boundary of the forest; third,
the dangerous cobra down below in the pit of
the forest; fourth, the huge elephant along
the boundary wall of the well: fifth, the fear of
the creepers by which he was hanging being
torn asunder by the mice cutting it off which
could have made him fall down and finally,
the sixth fear was, the honey bees could
have stung him.

Vidura explains the symbolism to Dhritha-
rastra first by telling him that it was only an
instance to show that without a sense of de-
tachment one could not attain liberation.

Symbols Meaning

FOREST The huge forest is the world we are born into and in which we live.

SNAKES The snakes are the various ailments we get.

WOMAN The woman represents all that enervates our energy and brings us
nearer to senility and a step nearer to death.

WELL The well is the human body.

CREEPER The creepers in the well are the desires and hopes man clings all
through his life.

COBRA The cobra down below is Time representing the end of life's journey.

ELEPHANT The elephant with six mouths is the year which are the six seasons.
His twelve legs are the twelve months.

MICE The mice cutting off the creepers are day and night which reduce the
span of our lives and drag us nearer to the point of our physical end.

BEES The bees are man's manifold desires.

HONEY The honey oozing from the beehive is the nest of human desires.

The wise who know this to be the world and its ways develops detachment and develops

a keen desire to attain salvation.

Jeoficli 2021 @
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