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The sun causes the lotus to bloom. The moon on his own makes the lily to
bloom. The cloud too, without being asked, gives water. Great souls are
always taking the initiatives to do good to others.
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N Patanjali Yogpeeth (Trust)

oo Date:- 26-12-2016

S PIIHAI a3l

I T el Bifkeh Gierl & b iy eraf-sreancan, i Afes sy
3ApfT gal fygrenfer o gftt JaRia <iven Sefsa Jar AfeTe goe gwT afera St
g 3nga & deaferRwrron feeens e affepicrd TR Jeielchcs alleich ST
R o 78T B

dfses Bt A B el A= A J KN GO TRFERIN I ool heal,
IR o HIpicTch, SMeicac Qe IS FHed o STOR0T 3 Il AT FeicTaiemT el
Qfereres gouiel 281 21 S Jar dResel bl rafefer w5 e 3 vep Fggof
wed gl & Mgt 3nsa & dedfeRRIoT feceame o 59 afeicia 3 Jen &
3 e D 30l TYITHGIIDA G DI IRAR <ot o G fewol, T 3w 2|

affepTcara bt ABEIc Ual e Jeeleiclics &b ABel Gehiele B¢ B
YHDIHT B |

N \:\ﬁ

(Tarh wed )

Hu BRI : 7l car I, fegdt-aRgr et s, fae geremare, algR-249405, 3RS (1R4)
Contact office : Maharishi Dayanand Gram, Delhi- Haridwar National Highway, Near Bahadrabad, Haridwar-249405, Uttarakhand, India
Tel.: 01334-240008, 246737, 248888 Fax : 01334-244805, 240664 E-mail : divyayoga@rediffmail.com, info@divyayoga.com Web: www.divyayoga.com
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SHAMIMA SIDDIQUI

WA Tgefa W 39 W wfae
Deputy Press Secretary
to the President of India

et afeErea,

mEata WA,
78 faesit-110004.
PRESIDENT'S SECRETARIAT,

RASHTRAFATI BHAVAN,
HEW DELHI - 110004,

Message

The President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee, is happy to
know that the Janhit Sewa Charitable Trust, Faridabad is
bringing out the annual issue of "SUDARSHANALOK-

Smarika Varsh 2017".

The President

extends his warm greetings and

felicitations to all those associated with the Janhit Sewa
Charitable trust and sends his best wishes for their future

endeavours.

New Delhi
January 24,2017

B

(Deputy Press Secretary to the President)

10

Tel_ (O) - 91-11-23793528 [Direct), §1-11-23015321 Extn. 4442 . Fax : 31-11-23010252

E-mail : message-rb@rb.nic.in
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UETH "Hl Faiad
7% fEet - 110011
PrisE MiNISTER 'S OFFICE
Mew Delhi - 110011

Message

The Prime Minister is happy to learn that Janhit
Sewa Charitable Trust is publishing its annual issue of
‘SUDARSHANALOK- SmarikaVarsh 2017’.

On this occasion, best wishes for the publication of
‘SUDARSHANALOK- SmarikaVarsh 2017’.

&

(Chandresh Sona)
Deputy Secretary

New Delhi
January 17, 2017

Y Setiofict 2017
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o e A WY
RAJNATH SINGH 7% fai-110001
HOME MINISTER
INDILA
MNEW DELHI-110001

ate : 08-12-2016

P AT

Message

| am happy to know that Janhit Sewa Charitable Trust
(Haryana) is bringing out its annual issue of ‘Sudarshanalok-
Smarika Varsh 2017’

| extend my good wishes to all the members of the ‘Janhit
Sewa Trust’ and wish for souvenir’s successful publication.

With good wishes

(el e
-;_l

(Rajnath Singh)

Office : Room No. 104, Ministry of Home Affairs, North Block, New Delhi-110001
Tel. : 23092462, 23094686 Fax : 23092979
E-mail : 38ashokroad@gmail.com
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HARYANA RAJ BHAVAN,
CHANDIGARH.

e

A3 Tg Sl B 3Tl & fob Slefise a1 IRCTA T, URIGEIg GRI 306t
SucHeERt, ST BRighH! d HIdt NSN3l 2l fRIaR0T @al o Ty “Feelelclics Feam!
N-2017" 1 UehRTel e o 381 2|

JAGRIST JeITT fifdtest gott b ool b ThedIoT Ud fchi b 9T X 310
JNSTlE T THRIcha TR IS bl TgTel Al ohe 38! & | T IS Fol b I,
3B 3R STSciHG ol bl JAY-TeHd TR gcl Ugdlehe Seich JAHIeh, Nfefeh
3R gifties 3eeiel # IRTEeid Aoleld < 381 & | Fl I & b Sl Jar ARce
o3, BIGEIG S 359 DI I foRaR STl SARRIOT Il &bl $ciell F 9 T ST
b IceIl g foraior orf & ot 21

A S AN GRI UbIRIA bt off 38! “JeeieToeh ekl a8i-2017" b Athel
BTGl o foTQ FHERTAHETE Qcll B 3IR S el o Soudcl HITs Dl BHiHFell hecl &

#%5’?:::_" 'ﬂ
(9. i R Ao

Web.-http://haryanarajbhavan.gov.in Twitter: @Profkaptansingh
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CHIEF MINISTER, HARYANA,
CHANDIGARH,

[abed L e 2§
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T2 TS STelchr U §3 1o Steffad Ja1 IRCSe ge, BGTEIG 3Uel Ubich!
JeeTclics IHAMRB! I8 2017 BT HBRTE 2 381 3

el AT & TG DIs I el 2| o3 I B3 TNl J Tl b haR T
SRAICHG TNl b AT G deifoies 3ceiel b el el &Mfoich T JeIoRiaT o
it el 3 B B, O e TN & | FHRIA Dt ATkl AR Siidel 3 Teh
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31N & 6 Jeeleiclics SRas! o 2017 @ dhadt g3 &b eIk O
oTeeTcaes BRI ot R STeIcbR! et eh Ugagat dfccs ettt 3 MaRT s
D! AT Dl JYG@ Dol A #l FeRIh 9 Blon
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gIer & fos 2 fop Sefed Jar dfvcse a3 & St faggrar ange, <t
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A Rigaran angd, S cledieerion iee i aaf 3R APl b JaR-GIR A
feretR HRRT B1e o e el IS A, oY el g Fretd beon o & A
311 BRI Bl &, TS IS & | M & Aeia I Jeflcel &, B 3R Gt
ot Uferst 3 5T ST 38 3iefsTel UROTGRI 3 |
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e fay e QA TY A AW T el

KALRAJ MISHRA Biiaiadl
73 fegeett-110011

Ministar
O AT of
Micro, Small & Medium Enterpnses
Government of India
New Delhi-110011

Message

| am glad to know that Janhit Sewa Charitable

Trust, Faridabad is bringing out its annual issue of
SUDARSHANALOK - Smarika Varsh 2017’

| am sure that it aims to provide socio-academic religious
literature in the larger interest of the mankind and to ensure
peace and harmony in the world.

| wish the janhit Sewa Charitable Trust all success in their
noble endeavour.

AL

(KALRAJ MISHRA)

Y@Siattattet 2017 @
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9T UTd Gl e TS R afeRa e
KRISHAN PAL GURJAR HRT WHR

MINISTER OF STATE FOR
SOCIAL JUSTICE & EMPOWERMENT
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

g ATA

Message

It gives me immense pleasure to know that Janhit Sewa
Charitable Trust is bringing out his annual issue of Sudar-
shanalok Smarika 2017.

| am very happy to learn that your trust is organising vari-
ous activities in the field of social, religious and culture for the
benefit of all sections of Society. With the publication of
Smarika people will knew the views of renowned academi-
cians, philanthropist and religious Gurus. | hope your trust kept
his tradition alive in future also.

| extend my greetings and good wishes for the success of
Smarika.

(Krishan Pal Gurjar)

Office - 301, "A' Wing, Shasin Bhawan, Dr Rajender Prazad Road, New Delni-110001, Tel. - 011-23072182, 23072153, Fax ; 011-Z3072 154
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BHUPINDER SINGH HOODA
ooy Bfearon fyemer 2
M.L.A.

Former Chief Minister, Haryana

qef- F= #i= A, sfeamon

Dated o287 e

zee

I3 I8 ST B g3l ftb et Ja IRCse goe, THIIgIsIe GRI 3i0et it
uf¥ienT Jeeleliclicn o 3ics HRemT I 2017 BT UehH KB 5T 381 2|

AN T F Jeed AID, g1 Tal efdieh &l 3 Aeiar &b BHodIol
dern AR H wific] T HSTRT FeTel o foIg ol ol HRIfRId aheet B

Siefiese el st g gRI et 4 fagar g, St clealicRRIo feces
O el GRT A I o Tl gl 3 fong T 38 oy Rieela 21 3 ¢ b
TE T 3Tl AANID, Jgiores der efien ol Bt et are! Jawa 3 ot O &
SIRI K R A DY Hells d BTl o 101Q IRAE b hRI el ol

33! 31N 2 186 g3 BRI Yok Ubieh! Jeeleliclich UIoah! bl goe GRT 3ol
b Sheronef fopg ST 38 il o foRce Siefente! UgTel chedlt diell 3og JeioRia b foTg
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(Bhupinder Singh Hooda)

8, Pandit Pant Marg, Mew Delhi -110001, Ph.: «81-11-23737019, Tele Fax: 23730044
Rohtak : Moded Town, Delhi Road, Rohtak (Haryana) - 124001, Pho: 01262-282283 Tele Fax - 282030

Chandigarh: MLA Flat No. 26, Sector-3, Chandigarh Ph.; 0172-2743626

g Sfaticiich 2017

19



20

Dr. Haran JSingh R
: CHANAKYAPUR
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT : NEW DELHI - 110 021
(RAJYA SABHA) e

Message

| am glad that the Janhit Sewa Charitable Trust is bringing
out its annual issue of Sudarshanalok. Private trusts have a
significant role to play in educating public opinion towards
peace, harmony and social reforms. It is important to remember
that while we have achieved political freedom, we have still a
long way to go in our social and economic transformation. My
good wishes to the readers for a Happy New Year 2017.

uanligl

Dec.16, 2016 (Karan Singh)

Tel. : 2611-1744 2611-5291 Fax : 2687-3171
E-mail : karansingh@karansingh.com
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OSCAR FERNANDES, MP

Message

| am glad to know that Janhit Sewa Charitable Trust is
bringing out the next issue of Sudarshana Lok Smarika
Varsh-2017. | want to wish my heartiest best wishes for the
Smarika.
| hope the Smarika-2017 will be successful in publishing
this annual magazine. My all good wishes are with the Ashram
& Smarika publications.

(Oscar Fernandes)

oscar@sansad.nic.in, oscaraicc@gmail.com

Y Setiofict 2017
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ﬂ'ﬂﬁlﬁlﬂﬂ'ﬂf JcehrR F R
Ram Bilas Sharma Education

Technical Education,

Tourism, Elections, Parliamentary
Affairs, Archaeology & Museums and
Hospitality Minister, Haryana

Dated, Chandigarh ..21:12.16

&2l

IR N 2017 Th1 UehRKe e ST 381 2|

gieaon 31a1 Rl &b &1 # 31exIgd ortdl & 381 21 Ihol b KR A Bl e
P! ATanfees el &b e-1e) ZeRRIeh R8T UIe ah9at o 3R JUcTst] Thea off
R ¢ diich I TRIoPIR o 3 Jch | ferenfefd ot Txepret e < b forg e &b
Tolich et UIGaIehal 3 BlieeT fehg og &

73 3G & fop Siefed Jar ARSI g G Ui bt ST 98t SHIRB!
= R & forg 3wl fag et & 59 TR & Jhel Yepr o o) 3mert
Bk FHHIEG URKT ot |

(i Roweond

—

(I faciry o)

PRI : a1 &1, 32, Tl 8, Bfvaon et Ao, gosierg - 160001

o . @I ¢ 32, AaeR 3, TUSIE - 160001

QRAN . 0172-2740793 (BRI, 0172-2741714 (Sar), 0172-2742032 (ferar)
Email : educationministerharyana@gmail.com

i
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Industries & Commerce,
Industrial Training and
Environment Minister
Haryana, Chandigarh
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Beti Bachao Beti Padhao Swachh Bharat Swasth Bharat

D.O. No CPSFK]) ..i_?:!!i..lal' 6

Chiet Parliamentary Secretary,
Tourism & Hospitality Department,
Haryana, Chandigarh.

E-mail : seematrikhacpsi@gmail com
Phone No. : 0172-2T40370

SEEMA TRIKHA

il

IS TE Fe¥ ! Y I URecll Bl 3feeral B 31 2 fop et Jan IR st
ST 30l eI UPIh! Jedlellcheh JARD! O 2017 BT GBI el off 38! B
Slefed Jar dfvcsd g fUsal B2 anf X T & 82 Jof &b Jefores Ta enfdfep
3l H Totl 21 3 I I ot ol H 3reien! SR for:geeh Jared i R,
b 36 RIfCR 3IR JeASt b IR 3R ST Aol b IR For-1orI TR H1eHlforeh o
eNfefes BRI B FEIH A TG Thl Ueh ofs w2l Qel bl URIRT 5 el G fean
oIt 381 2|

SR A 3ol AT &b ITaIct Ul JoIe e bl hiaell bl &

(o Bran )

Office : Room MNo. 50, 8th Floor, Haryana Civil Secretariat, Chandigarh.
it wra & fFy gu seder w sftrent ®Y a=r3a &1
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Sri:

ekl ATTH

Mahamahdpadhyaya, Sastravidyanidhi, Pandita-raja
M.A. Lakshmithathacharya

Recipient of Award of President of India

President, Samskriti Foundation, Mysore

Presiding Acharya, Anantarya Peetham,

Melkote, Mandya District, Karnataka

22-12-2016

Message

| am very happy to note that the Sidhdata Ashram is bringing
out its annual Souvenir ‘Sudarshanalok’ 2017.

The current year 2017 marks the Millennium Appearance An-
niversary of Bhagavan Ramanujacharya who appeared in the year
1017. This year is a unique occasion and | request all the persons
associated with the Ashram to undertake several programmes to
widely circulate the message of Bhagavan Ramanujacharya who
proclaimed that every human being in this Universe is entitled to at-
tain Moksha by following the path of Bhakti (devotion) unto the
Supreme Lord Narayana.

| once again respectfully congratulate the Peethadhipathi of the
Sidhdata Ashram for the wonderful work he is doing in the Ashram in
providing spiritual guidance to all sections of society and pray to the
Supreme Lord Narayana to shower his blessings on the Swamiji as
well as all those associated with the Ashram to continue this divine
work.

Jai Shrimannarayanal!
Jai Shri Ramanuja!

sd/-
M.A. Lakshmithathacharya
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JAGADGURU RAMANANDACHARYA
RAJASTHAN SANSKRIT
UNIVERSITY

(ESTABLISHED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF RAJASTHAN ACT-1998)

HICADHA
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INDIRA GANDHI
NATIONAL CENTRE FOR THE ARTS

JANPATH, NEW DELHI - 110001
GRAMS : KALASAMPADA

FAX :91-11-23388280

website : www.ignca.nic.in
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(321 SUTERATRT)

E-Mail : umesh.upadhyay@ril.com
Phone : +917021099009, +919810110287
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WEBSITE - WWW.HARISHBURNWAL.COM
Address — C-1/101, EASTERN HEIGHTS, NYAY KHAND-3
INDIRAPURAM, GHAZIABAD, UP - 201014
CONTACT — 9810570862, 9971220682
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Sri Ramanujacarya was not only a legend during
his life time, but is living legend even today, after
the lapse of nearly 1000 years. He was a philoso-
pher par-excellence, compassion incarnate, an
all-round visionary, outstanding administrator,
unsurpassed social reformer, a confluence of sci-
ence and spirituality, a matchless preceptor or
Acarya, putting into practice all the teachings of
the Sastras in their true to the spirit and a spiritual
emancipator of the entire universe.

It is humanly impossible to evaluate the great
contributions of Sri Ramanuja to various fields
like spirituality, religion, science, society, gover-
nance, and economics, as they are beyond the
comprehension of the frail human beings like us.
This is an endeavor to show some of the facets of
the multifaceted personality of
Ramanujacarya.

Sri Ramanuja was a philoso- §
pher par-excellence. He adhered .
to the validity of all the Vedic passages %I
irrespective of whether they advocated _ / /] %
duality (Bheda) or non-duality (Ab-
heda) or non-duality-duality (Bheda-
abheda). Similarly, with regard to the
Vedic passages advocating Brahman
as possessing attributes, or devoid of
them, personal, or impersonal
Brahman, etc. he synthesized g -
the Vedic views, taking the
cue from the Vedas them-
selves resolving the seem-
ingly  contradictions.
His philosophical
genius, coupled

with the mystic experience of

the Alvars could recognize the spiritual thirst of
every individual, irrespective of the social status
and physical wealth of an individual. Thus he of-
fered a spiritual equality to every living being,
removed the vertical spiritual divide of the haves
and have-nots and redeemed the society at a time
when it was unheard of and un- thought of.

As he was one of the celebrated authors of Ut-
tara Mimamsa, he exhibited his genius in the art
of interpretation of the Upanishads,
Brahmasititras, or Bhagavad Gita representing
wisdom, systematic logical presentation and
ethics, respectively. The interpretative principals
that Ramanuja has adopted belie even the modern
information technologists involved in computa-
tional semantic analysis and discourse analysis.
A few information technologists have al-
ready utilized theories of interpretation ad-
vocated by Ramanuja and thus have

showed its relevance to the modern
world.

As a social reformer, Ramanuja
was the first philosopher to put an
end to the spiritual divide, dissemi-
& nating all the valuable and inaccessi-
ble spiritual teachings of the
- profound Upanishads to one and
. all irrespective of the caste or
creed, considering only the
spiritual quest of the com-
mon man, using the sec-
.. ular literature of the
; mystic poets namely
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cle. His greatest contribution to the world is the
popularization of the secular literature of the Alvars
by introducing them into daily rituals at temples
and houses, and giving them a status on par with
the Vedas. These works of Alvars — being in Tamil,
which is a common man’s language — were easily
understandable to the common man, unlike Vedas
which being in Sanskrit, was not within their reach.
The height of his reaching out to the common man
culminated in recognizing the paficamas as
Tirukkulattars (persons born in the holy race of
Goddess Laksmi, personification of compassion).
Considering their spiritual need, he made provision
for their services in various temples, which is the
highest level of social reformation.

Sri Ramanuja's contribution to psychology and
neurosciences cannot be underestimated as he was
the first to resolve the conflict of matter - mind by
establishing the theory of dharmabhutajiiana or at-
tributive consciousness as it establishes the rela-
tionship between subject and object, or mind and
matter, and obliterates the illusory theory of rep-
resentation which rules the roost in the field of
neurosciences. Ramanuja establishes the direct
cognition of any object by the subject and adds a
new dimension to cognitive sciences.

eSTarciics 20170

Ramanujacarya was also an outstanding admin-

istrator as he introduced the concept of
Pritikaritakainkarya involving each and every per-
son as a stakeholder connected with the temple
management. The Pritikaritakainkarya which is
also interpreted as selfless, loving service to the
Supreme Lord induces a kind of possessiveness
without aspiring for any selfsatisfaction, and aspir-
ing for the satisfaction of the Supreme self. Any
person, who is connected with the temple services,
irrespective of the caste to which he belongs, irre-
spective of the social status or financial status he
enjoys, makes him a stakeholder aspiring for the
well-being and good management of the temple.
The contribution of Ramanuja to the field of
food science, food security, horticulture, floricul-
ture, aroma therapy, water management, water pu-
rification and such other fields have been immense
and very relevant to the modern world. However,
these are not mentioned here for fear of prolixity.
Thus, a comprehensive study of the life and phi-
losophy of Ramanuja will provide scope for re-
search work, covering different domains of
sciences, philosophies, social services, civil engi-
neering, management, administration and so on,
which might go on for the coming several years.
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VEDANTA AND SCIENCE

t has now become possi-
ble, as we enter the new
millennium to harmonise
science and religion. But
I must also point out that
when I talk of science, I
am talking of the new science, and a new paradigm.
I think we must make a distinction between the uti-
lization of science for benign purposes, and for de-
structive purposes. Similarly, a religious group could
get hold a hydrogen bomb and use that hydrogen
bomb to hold the whole world to ransom. That would
be a misuse both of science and religion. So, a new
philosophy can only evolve and develop, by educat-
ing people of religion about science, and scientists
about religion. Let me place before you in this article
five seminal concepts from Vedanta which, taken to-
gether, could provide such an alternative holistic par-
adigm of thought for the new global society, as again
the fractured and fragmented nature of our present
perceptions.

These begin with the most fundamental one, the
all pervasiveness of the divine-Ishi vasyamidam sar-
vam yat kincha jagatyam jagat. The first line of the
Ishavasya Upanishad tells us that this entire cosmos,
not merely this tiny speck of dust that we call planet
Earth, but the billions upon billions of galaxies in the
borderless universe around us, Anantakotu brah-
manda, as the texts say, are all created by the divine,
and, this, in a way, represents the philosophical cor-
relate of the unified field theory that the scientists
are looking for, a single theory that would explain
all phenomenon.

The second concept flowing from this is that the
divine is all pervasive, then it is also seated in the
heart of each individual-Ishwarah sarva bhootanam
hrid deshe tishthati. In each one of us dwells the di-
vine, concealed but discoverable. This concept im-
mediately gives a dignity to each human being
whose consciousness embodies a spark of the divine.
The Upanishads have a marvelous phrase for human
race, Amritasya putrah, children of immortality. We
are not just chance products, automats or puppets,
pushed around by fate who have nothing to say in
their own destiny, but children of immortality. This
concept is in some ways the basis for democracy, be-
cause that is the only form of political organization
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in which, at least in theory, every individual is rec-
ognized and honoured because of their individuality.
And this cuts across all barriers of caste or creed, sex
or religion, economic status or nationality. Vedanta
has never postulated either a chosen race or a chosen
people, a chosen sex or a chosen nation. It deals with
the entire gamut of the human race, and places be-
fore us this great principle of divinity that is inherent
in each individual.

The third concept is that, if the divinity is
inherent in each person, then despite all the conflicts
and the terrible happenings in humanity since the
dawn of history, in essence the human race is an
extended family. On the first gate to our Parliament
House there is a beautiful mantra:

Ayam nijah paroveti gananam laghuchetasam
Udder charitanimtu vasudhaiva kutumbakam
"This is mine, that is yours, is a small and restricted
way of looking at reality. For those of the higher con-
sciousness, the world is a family". Those two words
Vasudhaiva kutumbkam have got to become the
motto of the new global society that is emerging.
Thousands of years ago when it was not possible to
move more than few miles a day on foot, the seers
of the Upanishads had this vision of the essential
unity of the human race, of humanity as a family,

which must informs any viable global society .

The fourth Vedantic concept which I often recall
is that of the essential unity of all religions. The oft
quoted lines from the Rigveda, Ekam sadvipra
bahudha (“The truth is one, the wise call it by many
names”), or the Mundka verse:

Yatha nadyah syandamanah samudre
astam gachhanti namarupe vihaya
tatha vidwan namarupad vimuktah
parat param purushamupaiti divyam
“As river and streams arise from different parts of
the world but finally flow into the same ocean, so do
all the creeds and religions of humanity arise differ-
ently, but ultimately must reach the same goal”.

What is common in all religions is the capacity to
move the individual towards the divine. And as long
as that is there, it does not really matter which religion
you follow. Vedanta does not seek to replace the reli-
gious traditions that exist; it offers a whole new para-
digm of looking at the multiple religious traditions of
the world. Every religion must continue in its own way,
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must have -its individuality. But what Vedanta tells us
is that all these religions must be honoured and re-
spected as methodologies towards divine realization,
and not as mutually hostile phenomena. And if that can
be achieved it will go a long way towards building a
harmonious global society.

The fifth concept of the Vedanta that I wish to
place before you, is that of the welfare of the many,
the happiness of many -Bahujana sukhaya bahujana
hitayacha. There is an erroneous view that the
Vedanta is basically a selfish philosophy interested
only in individual salvation, and does not pay ade-
quate attention to poverty, to disease, to the problems
of the real world around us. This is not true. The
Rigveda tells us that our goal in life is two-fold-
Atmano mokshartham jagat hitayacha-liberation of
our souls, and also the welfare of the world. Swami
Vivekananda constantly stressed this point, the serv-
ice of what he called daridra narayana, my god in the
poor, and said that when you help somebody who is
need you should not expect gratitude, but rather
thank him because he has given you an opportunity
to help. And he added that it was an insult to teach
religion to somebody who was starving. So the social
conscience is not absent in the Vedanta. In fact it is
at the heart of the teachings because it flows from
the theory that all human beings, you are in fact serv-
ing the divine.

These five concepts taken together are of univer-
sal import. I am sure similar ideas can be gleaned
from other great religious traditions, but the clarity
with which they have been enunciated in the Vedanta
is startling in its contemporary significance, and pro-
vides an excellent dharma for the modern scientific
civilization in the new millennium.
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Vedanta for Today and for Ever...

We cannot go back to some mythical past however
great it might have been, but at the same time we
cannot go forwards into the 21st century with a
moral and spiritual vacuum in our hearts. The most
dangerous of all the black holes that exist in this con-
tinues, man himself will not survive into the 21 st
century. [ would place before you for your consider-
ation the point that mankind today is at a crucial
crossroads of destiny. After millions of years of evo-
lution man has reached the point where science and
technology have given him tremendous power
which, if used with wisdom and compassion, can
eradicate poverty, disease and ignorance from the
face of this earth by the end of this century. And yet
the same power can be misused. We saw what hap-
pened in Hitler's gas chambers; that was also an ap-
plication of technology. Remember that the
demoniac forces are there, deeply embedded in the
human psyche, and today with the possibility of nu-
clear destruction staring us all in the face we find
ourselves precariously poised between a past that is
collapsing and a future that refuses to be born. We
find ourselves in a position of extreme danger.

You have no doubt seen the film 'The Day After',
My criticism of it is that is a gross understatement.
What in fact will happen is going to be very much
worse than that. Jonathan Schell in his book 'The
Fate of the Earth' describes what may happen more
accurately than does the film. This brings to my mind
two ancient myths, one of the Western world and the
other in our own tradition. There is a myth of At-
lantis, you come across it first in the writings of
Plato, that great and glorious civilization, glittering

51



52

with all the achievements of science and technology,
that flourished where the Atlantic ocean now holds
its sway. It was a fabulously rich and wealthy civi-
lization, but one day, we are told, that Atlantis sank
below the waves, unable to survive its own techno-
logical ingenuity. It seems to me, friends, that we
may be the neo-atlantis, we may be standing on the
verge of another major catastrophe.

And then there is the myth from the Hindu tradi-
tion of the "Samudra Manthanam" -the churning of
the milky ocean, when the Devas and the Asuras
both collaborated and coordinated in the churning
process. After millions of years great 'Ratnas', great
gifts began to emerge, Uchchaishravas, the divine
elephant; Kaamdhenu, the all giving cow; Kalpavrik-
sha, the wish fulfilling tree, and so on. These great
gifts came and the Asuras and the Devas happily di-
vided these gifts between them. But suddenly, an un-
expected dimension intervened, the terrible 'Garala'
or poison which nobody had expected. While they
were merrily churning the ocean, they thought that
only gifts would come out, they did not realize the
poison that is very deep in the cosmos. And when
that poison manifested itself the Devas and the
Asuras fled to the four corners of the earth, and the
three world were in danger of extinction. Then Shiva
appeared and swallowed that poison into his being
and then alone the process of evolution continued
and we are where we find ourselves today.

It seems to me that science and technology have
caused this great churning of human consciousness.
We have remarkable gifts; we can fly beyond the
moon to the planets. Beyond the planets to the stars.
There are marvelous miracles of technology; as I
speak here I can be seen at the other end of the earth.
There are fabulous gifts in medicines, and in many
fields of science, but at the same time the poison is
there and it is beginning to emerge. And the question
that everybody has to face is what our attitude should
be towards this. In the final analysis, it seems to me
that the power of the Atom and the power of the
Atman are pitted against each other. If in the heart
of the Atom such tremendous destructive power can
be found, cannot in the heart of the Alman equally
great and beneficent power be available which would
help us to meet this tremendous challenge?

What is the Hindu respone to the human crisis in
the nuclear age? We must confront the crisis; there
can be no running away, there can be no retreat into
individual salvation. If we call ourselves Hindus, we
must boldly face the challenges that confront us.
Therefore arise, O Arjuna, determined to battle for
Dharma, as Sri Krishna says in the Gita. [ would say

that our response lies in a restatement of five funda-
mental concepts that are embedded in the Hindu tra-
dition, the eternal principles of Vedanta and they
flow logically from each other.

The first great concept is the fact that this entire
cosmos, whether it is this tiny planet or the billions
upon billions of galaxies which are in the universe,
are all pervaded by the same divine power. There is
no ultimate duality in human existence or in con-
sciousness. This is a truth which in the West is only
recently being understood after Einstein and after
Hiesnberg and quantum mechanics. There is no ulti-
mate duality, ultimately it is the same power that ex-
ists everywhere. The old materialistic paradigm, the
Newtonian-Cartesian-Marxist paradigm of a materi-
alistic universe has now been fina]ly abolished, it has
collapsed in the face of the new physics. We must re-
member that our ancient seers had a deeper insight
into the nature of reality than people had even until
very recently, and the new science has still not been
fully grasped. That is the first principle embedded
there in the Vedanta.

The second is this divine which permeates the en-
tire universe is found in the heart of every human
being regardless of race or culture, religion or na-
tionality. Every single human being, every person
who is born with the human consciousness, partakes
of'this great divine potential. This is the second great
principle of the Vedanta. Flowing from that is the
principle which was earlier mentioned that if the di-
vine is in each one of us, then we are all members of
a single family:

"This is mine that is yours," this is the approach
of people with small minds. For, ones of the great
consciousness, the world is a family. Is it not remark-
able that thousands of years ago when man could not
travel more than 10 or 15 miles a day, our seers
should have realized the essential unity of the entire
human race?

And then, flowing logically therefrom is the con-
cept of the unity of all religious faiths, the Truth is
one, the wise may call it by many names. The
Mundaka Upanishad has a beautiful mantra:

As streams and rivulets arise in different parts of
the world but ultimately flow into the same ocean,
so do all faiths, all the cravings of mankind arise dif-
ferently but ultimately go to the same goal. Our
Shastras teach us to respect all religions; all we ex-
pect in return is equal respect from the followers of
other religions. One thing has to be made clear, and
that is that Hinduism is no longer prepared to be on
the receiving end of the aggressive proselytisation.
This is no longer going to be a one way traffic. We
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owe no ill-will to any religion. I personally come
from a Muslim majority state in India, I have wor-
shipped at the great shrines of all the religions of the
world, whether it is the Darbar Sahib, Saint Peter's
Cathedral or the Mohammad Ali Mosque. But one
thing is clear: we revere others and we except equal
reverence and respect from them. The day has gone
when Hinduism was like some kind of helpless
whale being constantly bitten into by aggressive
sharks. We must be prepared to look after all our in-
terests, and it is our responsibility to look after the
interests of other religions.

And the fifth concept is the welfare of the many,
the happiness of the many. Hinduism does not throw
one class against another as some of the materialistic
philosophies do. Hinduism seeks to look after the
welfare of entire humanity, particular the weak, the
neglected, the exploited. And I would like to say to
all the representatives of the Hindu community that
the first responsibility that Hinduism has is to look
after the welfare of the weaker sections within Hindu
society itself. Particularly the Harijans and the Adi-
vasis. If we talk about looking after the welfare of
the world, and are not able to safeguard the welfare
of members of our own community and religion, our
word will not carry conviction.

Ours is a philosophy which is broad enough and
bold enough to embrace all sorts of views and ideas.
We have two tasks before us, immediately. One is
eradicating the last vestiges of undesirable social
customs that have developed due to centuries of
servitude and that have overlaid our glorious philo-
sophical heritage. In particular, untouchability is the
antithesis of Vedanta. As long as a single drop of this
poison remains in Hinduism all our talk of saving
humanity or of raising the level of consciousness is
totally meaningless.

Similarly, we have got to work against other un-
desirable customs. Dowry is now beginning to raise
its head ... What a disgrace it is; we look upon the
woman as the embodiment of mother:

We look upon them as the Shakti, and yet when
it comes to marriage we enter into these sort of mum-
mercial transaction. It is a shame and a disgrace ....
Anyone who demands the doWry as part of the mar-
riage contract, or who mistreats a bride because she
had not brought adequate dowry. is a shame and a
blot on the face of Hinduism.

With the collapse of the materialistic philosophies
of the West, people are turning more and more to
Hinduism for answers of life. Sri Aurobindo in his
15th of August message said, and I quote:

"The spiritual gift of India to the world has al-
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ready begun. India's spirituality is entering Europe
and America in an ever increasing measure. That
movement will grow amidst the disasters of the time,
more and more eyes are turning towards her with
hope, and there is even an increasing resort not only
to her teachings, but to her psychic and spiritual
practice," This was 15th of August 1947, our Inde-
pendence Day and Sri Aurobindo' s own birthday.
And to the extent that we can fulfil that hope, we will
be fulfilling our personal and collective destiny. With
the dawn of the nuclear age we have entered quali-
tatively a new situation; we may well be the last gen-
eration of human beings alive on this planet. I know
it is a grim thought, but we have got to accept this
challenge that is facing us and Hinduism has to
spearhead this great new consciousness that is re-
quired because Hinduism alone of all the religions
of the world has this capacity to synthesise science
and spirituality.
Planet Earth, embattled, endangered, polluted is yet
the mother that has nurtured and nourished our race
for millions of years from the slime of the primeval
ocean up to Rishis and the saints. The most remark-
able photograph ever taken is the photograph of
Earth taken from the moon. It shows us as we really
are, a tiny speck of life and light against the unending
vastnesses of outer space. Will we convert this beau-
tiful jewel into a burnt out cinder, or will we cherish
it as a cradle of the higher consciousness? We are a
minor planet of a minor star of an average galaxy,
and yet it is here that the human consciousness has
arisen. And Hindu thought believes that the light of
the Atman, the light of the divine is working through
every human being and is shining in glory beyond
the world of men. As our Rishis say:
I know that great Being shining like the sun on the
other shore beyond the darkness. It is only by know-
ing it that we can pass beyond death, there is no other
way to immortality. We must strive towards that
light. Its symbol is the Sun, and that is why out great
prayer-the Gayatri Mantra is dedicated to the Sun.
we must soar towards the Sun like an eagle, so that
we can find our individual destiny and our collective
destiny. Let there be a new thrust towards that light,
not only for Hindus but for the entire human race.
Let us remember that prayer that has echoed the cor-
ridors of time, the eternal prayer on the lips of every
Hindu:
From the unreal lead me to
the Real
From the darkness, lead me
to the Light
From death, lead me to Immortality.
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